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[bookmark: _Toc397519616]Ahoy Matey!
[bookmark: _GoBack]Avast landlubbers! Pay heed the old salt: hoist the Jolly Roger, batten down the hatches and we’ll weigh anchor and hoist the mizzen! Savvy?
Or perhaps in less piratical terms: welcome to the 2014 Crazy Christmas Cabaret teaching material! 
This year we offer you various different angles from which to board our bulging barge. Along the way we mark out many a course of exercises that can all be combined in any way you want to. We begin by introducing the subject with a brainstorm that branches off into grammar exercises and continued story telling. We then delve deeper into the history of piracy pursuing three different directions: Ye Olde Classic with a text and work questions; the Multi-Media Swashbuckler which is a treasure trove of tasks based on various forms of media production; and finally the Curious Cat Researcher which sends off your lads and lassies on their own cruise through pirate lore. Once we’ve mastered the real life history, we turn to the way pirates have been represented in art and literature. Finally we finish off our section on pirates with a more serious look at modern day piracy offering an opening for article analysis and vocabulary training.
When you have grown from lubbers to seadogs, we ask you to turn your attention towards the Christmas pantomime and finish off with a flourish including an after-the-show discussion of pantomime, pirates and political topicality.
Anchors away scallywags; shiver me timbers! Yo ho ho… 
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[bookmark: _Toc397519617]Ship Ahoy!
[bookmark: _Toc397519618]Introducing your crew to piracy
Get into the nautical swing of things by making a brainstorm on the classroom board. What waves of association does the word pirate or piracy raise in your shipmates’ minds? If the stream dries up too quickly, add to inspiration by widening the horizon – Caribbean, sailors, navy, outlaws etc. Once the brainstorm fills the board, get your students to fill it into the table below sorting the words into word classes. Make sure they give each word its own row.
When they are done with their tables, have them fill in all the columns for each word where possible (in the example below, the words in bold are the ones originally in the brainstorm). When you are done with this, discuss if the meaning of the word changes from word class to word class and whether it is equally relevant to the topic piracy in all forms. The noun ship is clearly relevant, but is the verb shipping equally so and if so in the same way?
	Noun/Navneord/Substantiv
	Verb/Udsagnsord/Verbum
	Adjective/Tillægsord/Adjektiv
	Adverb/Biord/Adverbium

	Ship
	shipping
	-
	-

	Danger
	Endanger
	Dangerous
	Dangerously



Another or additional way to work with the brainstorm is to ask your students to write a text using as many words as possible from the brainstorm. If you have done the grammar exercise, ask them to use words from all word classes. Read the stories out in class or in groups. Maybe give a prize, a treasure, aaarrrr, to the story with the most words included. You can elaborate on this exercise and return to or include some grammar by asking your students to remove all adjectives and adverbs from their stories. Then they read them again and discuss what happens to the texts. This can lead to a discussion of the role of the different word classes in our use of language.
An alternative version of the story telling exercise is to do it as a continued story. You can do this in groups where the students take turns at continuing the story using as many words as possible from the brainstorm. Or you can do it as a last-man-standing exercise (very piraty that is!). Here, the students all stand up. You start off the story and throw a ball (preferably with a skull and dagger decoration but that’s optional) to a student. This student then has to continue the story with at least one sentence including at least one word from the board within a reasonable time limit (make it short to keep the game flowing quickly). If they can’t do that, they have to sit down. You can’t return a ball to the person who threw it at you; only when there are only two players left. The last man standing wins. Again, a prize is always good; pirates crave treasure!
If your class likes this sort of thing, you can even do the word classification exercise as a last man standing game. You then pick a word on the board and throw it at a student along with the ball. The student has to identify the word class or sit down.
[bookmark: _Toc397519619]
It’s the Lore Me Hearties!
[bookmark: _Toc397519620]Getting to know the historical background

[bookmark: _Toc397519621]Ye Olde Classic
Have your students follow this link http://www.royalnavalmuseum.org/info_sheets_piracy.htm, read the text A Brief History of Piracy, and answer the work questions below in their own words using at least 3 sentences per question. Go through their answers in class, have them write them down and hand them in as an assignment, or send them adrift in the sunshine and have them discuss and elaborate their answers with each other changing partners for each question. If you fancy a bit of grammar, ask them to spot and explain the mistakes regrettably present in the text. 
· How do you define a pirate?
· How old is piracy as a phenomenon, and what is its Golden Age?
· Define the three different kinds of pirate: privateer, buccaneer, and corsair
· How did privateers escape being accused of and punished for being pirates?
· Why did sailors become pirates, and could women be pirates?
· What is the meaning of the expression “going on the account” and the consequences of doing it?
· Explain the workings of a pirate attack – include their flags, their ships, their strategy, and their weapons.
· What is a picaroon?
· What was the punishment for piracy?
· How, when, and why did organized piracy end?
· What is the status of piracy now?
· What happened to pirates in art and literature?
You can supplement with material from the link collection listed for the Curious Cat Researcher further down. Or how about a look at some very famous pirates? Check out the famous pirates exercise suggested for the Multi-Media Swashbuckler.
[bookmark: _Toc397519622]The Multi Media Swashbuckler
Divide your students into groups and have each group watch one (or more depending on the amount of students) of the short films on this site: http://www.history.com/videos/life-aboard-a-pirate-ship#life-aboard-a-pirate-ship. Then have them reproduce their knowledge and present it to the rest of the class in different ways. What you can do depends on the tools at hand, and what your students are used to working with. Here are some suggestions: normal texts, posters, PowerPoint presentations, multi-media ePubs, films, puppet pals, screen casts, etc. If you want your students to make a film, you can begin by watching the film http://www.history.com/videos/life-aboard-a-pirate-ship#bet-you-didnt-know-pirates together and then ask them to emulate this in their reproduction. 
Why not turn the exercise into a treasure hunt? Aaarrrr treasure! If your students choose a form of presentation that can be uploaded to YouTube, you can turn the presentation into a QR code treasure hunt by following a few simple steps.
1. Ask your students to upload their product on YouTube and send you the link.
2. Turn the link into a QR code. You do this by visiting this website http://createqrcode.appspot.com/, pasting the link into the square and clicking “Create QR Code”. When the QR code appears, you right click it, copy it and paste it into a word document.
3. When you have all the QR codes listed in a word document, you write a location by each code like “the canteen”, “the main entrance”, “the lawn” or if you want to, you can send them off on the high seas of your local town. 
4. You then give each group a separate order in which to visit each location and send them off with a suitable time limit (depending on the length of film you asked for and the distance between locations). 
5. They then go from place to place, and when they get there, they take their phones and use their QR/barcode scanner app (if they don’t have one, ask them to download one of the many free ones) to scan the code and see the presentation. Remember that they will be using their mobile data if they are away from the school network! Pirates can get crabby if they lose doubloons on their phone bills. Meanwhile, you can sit in the teachers’ lounge with a nice coffee and watch the presentations there. That’s what being Captain is all about ye savvy!
6. If you want to check if they actually saw the presentations, have them write a short assignment reproducing the most important facts from the presentations.
Finally, how about focusing on real life famous pirates? Have your students choose a famous pirate in pairs or small groups and learn about them starting here: http://www.history.com/news/8-real-life-pirates-who-roved-the-high-seas. Then create a blog where they have to post as if they were their famous pirate blogging from their ship, their prison cell, hell or whatever. They can interact and comment on each other’s posts. They have to stay in character and produce a lot of written language. There are many ways of creating a blog. A simple one is to create a google/gmail account for the class, which all the students can access with the same password. Through this, you all have access to google blogger where you can create blogs without the poor teacher having to invite every student.
[bookmark: _Toc397519623]The Curious Cat Researcher
Ask your students to research various aspects of pirate life using as their starting point the collection of links given below. You can either let them find their own angle or topics, or you can mark their course in advance with for instance the origins of piracy, life on a pirate ship, famous pirates, piracy in art, literature and films, piracy around the world etc. 
There are various ways your students can reproduce and present their knowledge. Check out the suggestions made for the Multi-Media Swashbuckler. You can also have your students represent their stuff creatively. Ask them go to pirate lingo websites such as for instance http://www.talklikeapirate.com/ (which also has an English to Pirate translator) or http://www.piratetreasurenow.com/pirate-phrases.htm  or http://www.wikihow.com/Talk-Like-a-Pirate. Then ask them to turn their new pirate knowledge into small plays. They must incorporate as much pirate speak as possible in the dialogue. They act their plays out to each other with as much swashbuckling bravado as possible.
Links: 
· http://www.netplaces.com/pirates/ahoy-mateys/ 
· http://www.cindyvallar.com/pirates.html
· http://www.royalnavalmuseum.org/info_sheets_piracy.htm 
· http://worldhistoryconnected.press.illinois.edu/9.1/patton.html
· http://www.history.com/news/8-real-life-pirates-who-roved-the-high-seas
· http://www.history.com/videos/life-aboard-a-pirate-ship#life-aboard-a-pirate-ship 
· http://latinamericanhistory.about.com/od/Pirates/tp/Ten-Facts-About-Pirates-Of-The-Golden-Age.htm 
· http://www.thepirateking.com/index.htm 



[bookmark: _Toc397519624]Pirates in Art
Pirates have captured our creative imagination since the ancients. Have your students look into the different ways pirates have been represented. Let them loose on the web looking for famous pirate representations such as books, films, paintings, and comics. The links below give suggested lists, but these are only a few highlights to start from. Some are more easily researched than others so advise your students to check the field of information before they choose their subject. Once your students are experts on their particular piece of pirate fiction, let them present their work in one of the many ways suggested for the Multi-Media Swashbuckler or the Curious Cat Researcher. They can also simply write a review of the book or film and hand it in as a written assignment. We suggest they cover not just the action of their piece but also its attitude towards pirates, and the role they play in the story. If you choose presentations, finish with a discussion in class. Is there a pattern in the way pirates are represented? What is it and why this particular pattern? Why do they make such good heroes as well as excellent villains? Why our fascination with pirates at all? And so on and so forth.
Books: http://www.theguardian.com/books/2008/dec/06/1
Films: http://www.stuff.tv/news/past-and-future/movie-classics/25-best-pirate-movies-ever
Paintings: http://thepirateempire.blogspot.dk/2013/06/pirates-in-art.html 
Comics: http://geek-news.mtv.com/2011/05/18/the-10-best-pirate-comic-books-ever/ 



[bookmark: _Toc397519625]Modern Day Pirates
Piracy is still a real factor on the world’s oceans. Why not widen your lads and lassies’ horizons by looking at modern day piracy and comparing it with all the golden age buccaneering you have already feasted on. For instance, why do people become pirates now? Are the reasons the same as they were in the olden golden days? What is the world community doing about it? Compared to the age of privateers, how does the fact that there is a world community change the attitude towards piracy as well as the kind of piracy going on? 
Below is a collection of links that you can use in different ways:
· You can simply ask your students to make a report about modern day piracy, which they can then hand in or present to class - maybe as a piece of TV news? 
· You can also couple your foray into piracy with some work on communication strategies. Discuss the difference between news articles and feature articles, practise writing both genres and cover such important elements of English language communication as the news triangle, KISS and tell, newspaper layout and so on. 
· Finally, the BBC has a short learning session based on a report on piracy that lets your students practise listening, reading, and vocabulary.
Links: 
· General background article: http://www.studentpulse.com/articles/579/somali-piracy-causes-and-consequences 
· Collection of background information: http://www.netplaces.com/pirates/ahoy-mateys/ 
· Telegraph feature article on Somali piracy: http://www.telegraph.co.uk/sponsored/culture/captain-phillips-film/10367538/somali-piracy-reasons-causes.html 
· Huffington Post feature article on Somali piracy: http://www.huffingtonpost.com/johann-hari/you-are-being-lied-to-abo_b_155147.html 
· BBC news article about Somali piracy: http://www.bbc.com/news/world-europe-24751027 
· Another BBC news article about Somali piracy: http://www.bbc.com/news/world-africa-25746045 
· BBC report: http://www.bbc.com/news/world-africa-28237052 
· New York Times index page for the topic piracy: http://topics.nytimes.com/top/reference/timestopics/subjects/p/piracy_at_sea/index.html
· BBC Learning English session based on report about modern piracy: http://www.bbc.co.uk/worldservice/learningenglish/language/wordsinthenews/2012/06/120625_witn_piracy.shtml 
[bookmark: _Toc397519626]Pantomime 
[bookmark: _Toc397519627]Abandon All Hope Ye Who Enter Here!
[bookmark: _Toc397519628]Before the show 
All this pirate goodness has been wrapped up in something that is almost but not quite a Christmas pantomime. Vivienne McKee has twigged, twisted, and twanged the traditional panto into something uniquely Danglish and Toasted. One last time, let your young crew set sails on the high seas of British culture and investigate the origin and traditions of the Christmas Pantomime http://www.its-behind-you.com/Factsheets/The%20History%20of%20Pantomime.pdf. Have them read up on the most important aspects of the panto and make sure they take notes that they can carry with them. Then sit them down in two concentrical circles with students facing each other in pairs. Each set of chairs has a note stuck to it naming one particular panto trait. Students now move in the circles in opposite directions so they get to talk about all the aspects but with different people. This can be done without moving the furniture if you stick the notes to the tables and just make it clear to the students which way round the room they need to move. Alternatively, return to the Multi-Media Swashbuckler or the Curious Cat Researcher for other forms of presentation.
[bookmark: _Toc397519629]After the show 
You have now taken the pirate coin with Willie and sold your souls to panto (we hope)! But was it really a panto, and how much swashbuckling actually went forth? Discuss the following questions with your students in class:  
· Where did One Eyed Willy – The Quest for the Big Chest depart from the traditions of the original panto? 
· Why do you think our fearless captain McKee has made these changes?
· Did One Eyed Willy – The Quest for the Big Chest follow the usual pirate story paradigm? Why/why not? 
· What aspects of real pirate life did you recognise in the show?
· Both golden age and modern day piracy implies a criticism of society. Did Captain McKee at any point make society, politicians or other topicalities walk the plank? 
Have your students end their quest with Willie by writing a review of the show including a summary of the plot. Summarising the plot is a daunting task indeed, but we fearlessly dare you to deploy you derring-do and do it!
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