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For the fantastic offer for student groups starting at only 40 kroner pr. ticket please get in touch
with
Søren B. Petersen;
+45 4053 4949
billet@londontoast.dk

 

TEACHING MATERIAL:

The Origins and Traditions of the British Pantomime
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In Denmark, we mostly associate Pantomime with the classic, wordless performances of Harlequin,
Columbine and Pierrot in Tivoli. If you are invited to a Christmas Pantomime in England, do go but don't
expect a similar experience. The English pantomime is a unique theatre genre that only really exists in the
United Kingdom. It is extremely popular and every year theatres are completely sold out to an audience
of all ages, backgrounds and tastes.

Traditionally, adults take their children to the "Panto" as a Christmas treat but often the adults have the
most fun. The mad knockabout comedy of the pantomime, where people are hit but not hurt, where
authority is constantly flouted and where fun is poked at everything from past to present, has had a great
influence on the well known British "crazy" humour of for instance Monty Python's Flying Circus.

The Pantomime is as English as Fish 'n' Chips and pints of lukewarm beer - and Christmas just wouldn't
be Christmas without it.

Feel free to download the teaching material: The Origins and Traditions of the British Pantomime

  

   

 

SHAKESPEARE’S GHOST

Dear teachers, professors and theatre group organisers 

 
Welcome to this teaching material for London Toast Theatre’s next production, Shakespeare’s Ghost at
the lovely Teatret ved Sorte Hest, in which we play with the intriguing mystery of the Shakespeare
authorship question; who really wrote the gems of literature that still hold our intellect and imagination
400 years after their supposed author passed away? Was William Shakespeare, the glove maker’s son
from Stratford on Avon, a front for a furtive ghost or quite simply that most fascinating of phenomena - a

https://londontoast.dk/tl_files/ltt/Teaching Material/The Origins and Traditions of the British Pantomime.pdf
http://www.teateravisen.dk/publikum-er-paa-plads.html
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true genius? Did Christopher Marlowe die at Deptford in 1593, or was it a deftly staged disappearance?
Based on various online resources and an excerpt from our script, we have put together a variety of
exercises for you and your students to explore with us the mystery behind the man, the riddle of the
writer, the gossip about the ghost… Speaking of ghosts, we have taken the artistic liberty of prolonging
the life of Sir Francis Walsingham so that in our play, he is alive in 1616 when William Shakespeare dies.
In real life, Sir Francis died in 1590. The other characters are only present according to their life span in
history. Why have we kept on the Queen Elisabeth’s spymaster, former employer of Christopher Marlowe
and several of the people concerned in the events surrounding Marlowe’s death (?) at Deptford? Well,
why not ponder that in class? As a little extra for teachers and other aficionados, our play is a tapestry of
original words interwoven with quotations from Shakespeare. So challenge a colleague to a duel
in theatre where the eyes of men are idly bent on him that enters next hoping to spot the reference… 

 

Shakespeares's Ghost runs 75 minutes without an interval. 

 

Feel free to download the teaching material: Shakespeare’s Ghost

 

  

 

Shakin'Up Shakespeare
NEW ONLINE VERSION FOR SCHOOLS 

Shake up your students ! Blow their minds ! Make them laugh out loud ! 

And do all this in one English class ! 

London Toast Theatre has produced a hilarious 40 minute filmed show called “SHAKIN’ UP
SHAKESPEARE”. A roller coaster ride through Shakespeare’s most famous works including “Romeo
and Juliet” with Andrew Jeffers and David Bateson in the leading roles, and the most famous play in the

https://londontoast.dk/tl_files/ltt/Teaching Material/Teaching Material - Shakespeares Ghost.pdf


English language, “Hamlet ” with Vivienne McKee starring as the Danish prince. 

“Shakin’ Up Shakespeare”, together with accompanying Teaching Material, has been tailor-made to
encourage your students to appreciate the genius of William Shakespeare, the intricacies of the English
language and the use of comedy in an educational context. 

During the film, the actors play different roles and also chat about their own knowledge of Shakespeare’s
plays : 

David :    I know all of the titles of Shakespeare’s plays in Danish ..

Andrew:  You don’t ! 

David :    I do. “Romeo OG Julie”, “Antony OG Cleopatra”, “Hamlet”. 

And I know the titles of the comedies too …  “Otello “. 

Andrew:   “Othello “ isn’t a comedy !  

David :     Well I laughed when you played it. 

We learn about Shakespeare’s audiences: 

Vivienne : At the GlobeTheatre, the important, aristocratic people sat at the back in the galleries, and the
common people stood up close so that they wouldn’t miss anything . 

Ha! Nothing much has changed ! Stop checking your phones ! 

Vivienne introduces the different ways of acting Shakespeare from the traditional Lawrence Olivier style
to the post-modern Al Pacino method : 

David : “It’s not so much post, it’s more of an email approach… I believe in punching out the poetry,
slicing through the symbolism, kicking the hell out of the imagery and rubbing up against the raw animal
emotion.“ 

 And that is what he does for most of the show ! 

 

On top of all that, this fun-packed film is followed by a “live” Q&A with the 3 actors on ZOOM

Vivienne McKee, David Bateson and Andrew Jeffers are well-known for their wacky performances in the
annual Crazy Christmas shows and after the film, they are happy to chat with the students online, and
answer any questions. They tell the students stories about their theatrical backgrounds: including
Andrew’s experience of playing Othello with a robot , Vivienne’s Stand Up comedy glitches, David’s
internationally popular computer-game character, “Hitman” and of course, questions about Shakespeare
and his work ! 

 

As one student commented : 



"Man forstår meget nemmere de forskellige skuespil af Shakespeare nu, og at det faktisk kan være
fornøjeligt at arbejde med. Ydermere var det rigtigt dejligt at møde folkene bag »Shakin` Up
Shakespeare«. Det gav en forståelse af den kreative proces bag stykket - og gjorde hele oplevelsen meget
mere speciel.”

 Cecilie Patricia Nielsen, elev i Active English-klassen, 10. klassecenteret, Xclass i Slagelse
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