
    Locations
Scene 1 1616 The office of King James’s spymaster

Scene 2 1593 Queen Elizabeth’s Privy Council prison cell

Scene 3 1593 Backstage at the Rose Theatre

Scene 4 1593 A boarding house in Deptford

Scene 5 1616 The office of King James’s spymaster

Off Stage
Director Vivienne McKee
Set & Costume designer Kirsten Brink
Lighting designer              Mark P. Jones
Venue technicians                    Sofus Sean Bassett and Sonny Oeftiger
Lighting operators                    Robyn Halkjær and Carl Emil Carlson           
Music Stuart Goodstein
Sound effects Søren B. Petersen
Producer                                    Søren Hall
PR and administration              Ulla Håkansson

Thanks to 
Grønnegårds Teatret, Det Kgl. Teater, Folketeateret, Teatret ved Sorte Hest 
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Playwright’s source material included:
Marlowe’s Ghost - Daryl Pinksen (Universe)

The School of Night - Peter Whelan

The Reckoning - The Murder of Christopher Marlowe - Charles Nicholl
(University of Chicago Press, 1995)

The Declaration of Reasonable Doubt - Derek Jacobi, Mark Rylance, You Tube

DoubtAboutWill.org

Did Marlowe die at Deptford? Parts 1&2, You Tube

Was Marlowe Shakespeare? Ros Barber, You Tube

Frontline: Much Ado About Something, You Tube

London Toast Theatre presents

SHAKESPEARE’S GHOST
a play in 5 scenes by Vivienne McKee



Characters

Sir Frances Walsingham (1532-1590) - Linford Brown
Spy Master and principal secretary to Queen Elizabeth. He recruited spies at 
Cambridge University (including Marlowe). For dramatic purposes, in this play, he is 
still alive in 1616.

Maunders - David Bateson
The Inspector Constable of the Privy Council (like a modern day detective or FBI 
agent). He arrested Marlowe for treason at Thomas WalsinghamÕs home, Scadbury 
Manor in Kent, on 18th May 1593 and took him to the Privy Council where he was 
brießy imprisoned.

Josiah Heape - Kevin Kiernan-Molloy !
Assistant of Sir Francis Walsingham (like a modern day civil servant).

Christopher Marlowe (1564-1593?) - Kevin Kiernan-Molloy
Dramatist, poet, translator and spy. The greatest playwright of his day and often called 
Òthe Prince of PoetsÓ. He created blank verse and had his protagonists speak directly 
to the audience. Founded a secret society known as The School of Atheism with Sir 
Walter Raleigh. Possibly the lover of Sir FrancesÔ cousin, Thomas Walsingham.

Sir Walter Raleigh (1554-1618) - David Bateson
A landed gentleman, writer, poet, soldier, politician, courtier, explorer and spy.As a 
protestant he became the favourite of the Queen. Imprisoned for disobedience and for 
being involved in a plot against King James 1. In 1616 he led an expedition to Þnd the 
Eldorado. The expedition was unsuccessful, and upon returning to England he was 
arrested and executed.

William Shakespeare (1564-1616) - Linford Brown
Started to write in 1593 at the age of 29. His extant work consists of 38 plays, 154 
sonnets, two long narrative poems and a few other verses. In 1613 he retired and 
returned to his hometown of Stratford on Avon, where he was known as a successful 
businessman. His last will lists all his worldly belongings and yet does not include a 
single playscript or any books.

Ingram Frizer - David Bateson
A businessman. Known for his reported killing of Marlowe in Deptfordt on 30 May 1593. 
He was described as Òa property speculator, a commodity broker and a conÞdence 
trickster gulling fools out of their moneyÓ.

Nicholas Skeres - Linford Brown
A con-man and government informer, and one of the three men who were with 
Marlowe when he was killed. At the time of MarloweÕs death, he was engaged in a 
money-lending swindle with Frizer.

To set the scene
Elizabeth 1stÕs England was not a nice place to live. The Plague killed thousands. All 
the theatres were often closed and the actors were out of work. Catholics were burned 
for their faith. Queen Elizabeth lived in fear because of the many plots to assassinate 
her, and replace her with her Catholic cousin, Mary Queen of Scots. Even after Mary 
was beheaded in 1587, there was still fear that the Spanish would invade England. 
The bloody heads of traitors and heretics were stuck on poles on London Bridge as a 
warning not to oppose the autocracy of Elizabeth.
The main reason that Elizabeth survived was thanks to Sir Frances Walsingham and 
his spies (including Marlowe) who travelled abroad with false identities and uncovered 
conspiracies against her. They were well-rewarded for the risks they took, but they 
also lived in fear.
MarloweÕs plays were brilliant, daring and reßected the times he lived in. They were 
immensely popular, and before his death in 1593, he was considered the greatest 
playwright in England and was a huge inspiration for the future works of William 
Shakespeare.

     The authorship question.
The question about who really wrote the works attributed to William Shakespeare is 
not a new one, The leading contenders for ÒghostÓ writer are Edward de Vere, (as 
depicted in the movie ÒAnonymousÓ) and Christopher Marlowe. Among the many 
famous people who support the Marlowe Theory are Charles Dickens, Sigmund 
Freud, Henry James, Charlie Chaplin, Orson Welles, Derek Jacobi and the previous 
director of the Globe Theatre, Mark Rylance.
When the coroners report of MarloweÕs death was discovered in 1925, it gave a very 
suspicious account of MarloweÕs ÒmurderÓ! This increased speculation that he had 
actually faked his own death and escaped abroad to avoid arrest and execution for 
heresy. If true, what did the young poet do whilst living under a false name in exile?  
The sonnets attributed to Shakespeare certainly appear to have been written by a 
man who is sad, alone and disgraced.

 Does it matter?!
At the time of ShakespeareÕs death in 1616, he was ignored by his contemporaries, 
but when the First Folio was compiled and printed in 1623, the contents were 
attributed to him. This, and his memorial in Stratford showing him holding a writerÕs 
quill, have become the only proof to all ÒStratfordiansÓ that Shakespeare wrote the 
plays. This orthodox view has created a tourist machine in the town of Stratford on 
Avon.
Should it matter? We still have the most sublime plays ever written in the English 
language. It depends if you think that the truth matters. That credit going to the right 
person matters.That history matters. I do - and fortunately so do many others!


